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PRESIDENT'S 5 
Looking back on 2001, and trying to measure our perfotmance is not easy 
We can evaluate otuselves on our membership, which is up, on our acci-
dent rate, which is down, on the tangibles that we provide our members, 
which has increased, or we can only measure those areas that we've been 
successful in and ignore our failures. I would submit that, the most accu-
rate way of evaluating any otganization is on its ability to evolve, develop, 
and grow through change. 

Over the past 14 months, we have; implemented a stellar Group Riding 
Safety Program envied by others, a process of developing and recognizing 
our experienced riders as road captains, a wide selection of Top Cats' prod-
ucts, shirts, hats, flags, etc, the introduction of distinct patches for past and 
present Board members, new meeting agendas, an expanded guest speak-
er program, a very ambitious activities schedule, the addition of a family 
membership category, a Top Cats' Sturgis Banquet, a variety of achieve-
ment and recognition awards for our members, a new, improved meeting 
place, shorter, smoke - free meetings, a restructured and more efficient 
Board, continued growth and success with our Charity Ride and accom-
plished it all with no increase in annual dues. Change evokes resistance in 
some and excitement in others. Overwhelmingly, the response to our 
changes has been extremely positive and welcomed by the majority 

Does this indicate success? Not from my saddle it doesn't. What really 
marks success is our ability to do all of this in the face of self - serving dis-
sent and vocal opposition from the minority who have a low tolerance for 
change. That minority will always be present in an organization and that is 
a real plus, not a minus. We're fortunate enough to have a diverse mem-
bership who provide opposing opinions that highlight the pros and cons of 
proposed changes. Ideally, that will continue and the result will be...we 
change for the better (as defined by the majority) and the minority will 
eventually accept the change or leave the Club...both of which are positive 
results and, either way, we continue to grow. 

The worst possible sickness in an organization is to maintain status quo or 
to resist change because it is too controversial or too difficult to deal with. 

By now, you're thinking "Where the hell is he going with all this'?" 
Well...stand by for continued change in 2002, some controversial, as we 
continue to grow and evolve as a club. Anticipate that there will always be 
a vocal minority and the positive aspects of opposing views. Be tolerant and 
recognize that change and improvements are never easy. Remember, if 
man would have been given the opportunity to jump ship in a 
stonn...America would never have been discovered 

Have a safe, super, and improved 2002! 

Let'sRoll! 

Traveler 

NOTES FROM THE SECRETARY... 

by Sandy Vernon 

The first of the year is approaching and the 
renewal forms are coming in fast and furious. 
Thank you so much for your response. I would 
like to remind everyone that we need a renewal 
form completed from each and every member 
when your dues are paid. This is how we get our 
information to update the roster and to make 
sure the ROAR is mailed to the right address. 

Due to a misprint on the renewal form, renewal 
rates for the Two Member Household should 
read as follows: $125 for two Regular 
Memberships in the same household and $110 
for one Regular and one Associate memberships 
in the same household. A product gift certifi-
cate will be available to those who have over-
paid for 2002. Remember, EACH member of a 
Two Member Household must have a complet-
ed application form and signed ride waiver on 
file. Each application must be voted upon by 
the Board for membership. 

You can send me any changes you may have on 
your roster information by e-mail at 
VERN693@aol.corn  or call me at 847-634- 
6402. 
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550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK ! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWWDPHONDACOM 

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines II. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-41 7 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com ) 
Vice President 	Rik Lowry 	 847/284-1111 

(lowryhogan@aol.com) 
Treasurer 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 	 847/381-5357 

Secretary 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 
(vern693@aol.com ) 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 
(glax@hotmail.com) 

Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 
(bboand@fedex.com) 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
Emeritus 	(aliciakumr@aol.com) 
Director 	Jim "Taz" ICrepel 	 815/459-9345 

(tazman69er@netscape.net ) 
Director 	Chuck Prettyman 	 847/382-4269 

(cpman4@aol.com) 
Director 	Ray Ca rio 	 630/837-0849 

(rcapsr 	aol.com) 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  MIME: 0347)622-3501 e-mail: topcats_mcc@hotlinail.com  

NEXT MEETING: January 8,2002 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	John Fraccaro (Hraccaro@juno.com) 	847/697-9607 
Advertising 	Bill Wilson (jwilson@banta.com) 	847/247-9540 
Membership 	Jenny Ori (jori100384@aol.com ) 	773/481-2285 
Charity Ride 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcom) 	847/382-4269 
Products 

Communications 	John Lunde (mongerl@hotmail.com) 	815/459-2488 
Roar 
Website 
Hotline 
Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net ) 	847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com) 	847/438-4998 
Web site 
Coordinator 	Alicia Ktunro (aliciakumr@aoLcom) 	847/639-4009 
Info for HOTLINE 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mowman13@aol.com) 	847-537-8989 
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ADVANCED 
CuAtoin 

Tailor Made Seats, 
Saddlebags & Show Bike Seats 

AttiA 

Customize 
Your 

Favorite 
Stock 

• Or After 
Ade t Market Seat 

www.alligatorbob.com  t4`\ ';"44,4 A 
vk). 

• Largest Selection Of Exotic Skins -1 
In The Midwest 

• Pro Pad Seat Padding For Added Coin ort 
• Complete Line Of Leather Apparel 

39442 N. Rte. 59 Lake Villa, IL 6°046 

Minutes of December, 2001, Board 
Meeting 

By Sandra Vernon 

Meeting was called to order by President 
Wayne Kirkpatrick on December 10, 2001, 
at the American Smokehouse in Lake Zurich. 
Members present were Wayne Kirkpatrick, 
Rik Lowry, Jim Heniff, Sandra Vernon, Bard 
Boand, Chuck Prettyman, Ray Caprio, Jim 
Krepel, John Lunde, Ric Case, Jenny Ori, 
and John Fraccaro. 

Information covered by Directors and 
Committee Chairman: John Fraccaro pre-
sented the final draft of the 2002 Ride 
Calendar and it will be published in ROAR 
in 3-month increments. A "Keep In Touch" 
Dinner will be held at Mandile's on March 
16th. Recognition Awards Dinner to be in 
September. An official Top Cat ride is one 
that we organize route, destination, etc. If 
we meet and ride to another event, our offi-
cial ride is only from our meeting point to 
the event start point. Need to designate a 
date for Memorial Ride for Virgo. Taz is to 
develop a memorial patch. GRASS class 
dates are set for 2002 and Experienced Rider 
Class is May 11 th. Make sure we have Ride 
Releases from guests and give to Sandy 
Vernon. Alicia Kumro needs pictures for 
website. We need a replacement Chairman 
for the Awards Committee, as Ric Case is 
only temporary until a replacement is found. 
Committee meets Tuesday after the Board 
Meeting each month at the American 
Smokehouse in Lake Zurich. 

Jenny Ori presented two new member 
applications. Peter Hemmelgarn of Round 
Lake Beach, sponsored by Carl Hart; and Ed 
Apel of Burr Ridge, sponsored by Carl Hart 
were both approved as Regular Members. 
Honorary Members for 2002 are Nancy 
Gant, Barry Hulden, O'Traina's and Brian 
Shahinian. 

Treasurer Jim Heniff stated we need 
renewal information from "Everyone!" One 
signed ride waiver is all that is needed from 
each member. Due to a misprint on the 2002 
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renewal form, renewal rates for Two Member 
Households should be $125 for two Regular 
memberships and $110 for one Regular and 
one Associate instead of $130 and $115. 
Remember, EACH member of a Two Member 
Household must have a completed 
Application Form on file. The Board must 
vote upon each application. A product gift 
certificate will be available to those who 
overpaid. There will be no ad rate changes at 
this time for ROAR. 

Regarding the new meeting place, 
Mandile's, President Wayne Kirkpatrick stat-
ed the meeting time will still be held at 7:30 
p.m. and they will talk to management 
regarding service. Need to fine-tune the 
meeting room arrangement of tables and he 
welcomes new ideas and comments from 
members on the new venue. Terry Kumro is 
the liaison between members and the Board. 

Meeting ,Adjourned 



OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

Around the World. Simon Milward, who some of us met at the 
Dukane Toy Run, continues on his ride around the world to raise 
$100K for two medical charities. Since January 1, 2000, he has 
logged 72K km, had a marriage proposal in Cairo, met the Dalai 
Lama in India, escaped marauding militants in Timor, had serious 
accidents in Saudi, Nepal, and Australia, rode through a civil war 
in Laos, and almost drowned on Russia's Road of Bones. All this 
on a home made motorcycle. You can donate to Simon's cause via 
www.millennium-ride.com . 

RECALLS. 2001 Honda Gold Wing GL 1800. Two separate 
recalls. One for an engine stop switch and one for a crankshaft 
pulse rotor. Both can fail and cause sudden loss of engine power. 
Details at (310) 532-9811. Certain 1999 and later Harley-
Davidson Twin-Cam 88 Screaming Eagles with a dealer - 
installed ignition module. Failure can cause sudden loss of engine 
power. Details at (414) 342-4080. About 3,000 BMW R1150 GS 
models sold between May 1999 and June 2001have brake line and 
speedometer cables that chafe and may cause brake failure. 
Details at (800) 831-1117, Option #5. 

Winter Condensation. Got the fuel tank topped off with a win-
ter additive for winter storage? Don't forget the crankcase. 
Condensation can build in your crankcase and contaminate your 
oil over the winter also. Don't believe that, because water evap-
orates at 212 degrees, you can just warm it up in the spring, the 
water will evaporate from the oil, and everything is OK. Any 
water in the oil causes a loss of lubricity and contributes to bear-
ing surface corrosion. An oil change before the riding season 
helps prevent this. 

Coffee Anyone? The Institute of Medicine, part of the National 
Academy of Sciences has found that caffeine increases reaction 
time and enhances cognitive performance, especially during peri-
ods of sleep deprivation. The experiment found that as liftle as 
100 milligrams of caffeine, about one cup of coffee, could 
improve cognitive performance. Whatever the hell that is. 

Holiday Gifts. Cheap but practical...Grease pencil kit for writing 
directions on windscreens. Reflective Velcro armband for riding 
in reduced visibility conditions. Low wattage bulbs to reduce 
glare from instrument lights at night. A tire gauge. LED stop light 
/ tail light / turn signal bulbs for greater visibility. Anti fog for 
glasses, helmet visors, windscreens. A spare pair of prescription 
glasses or sunglasses just in case. (Notice they all have to do with 
the safety of the rider?) 

Deer Thought. There is no absolutely sure way to avoid a deer 
other than to be alert and stop in time. For those apparently 
unavoidable collisions with a deer, it seems smart to aim for their 
rear end. I've seen more deer bolt forward than I have back up 
fast. 

BIKER CULTURE. 

It seems that Santa Clause, once cherished by all of us, is a stan-
dard fixture during this Holiday Season.As kids, we were devas-
tated when we learned that there was no Santa. Now, I got to 
thinkin' one day, who is this guy Santa? What's his background? 
Where is he from? Nobody ever told me and I wonder why? 
Hmmmm.... Santa had to be an old biker! 

Figure it out, it's easy. 

Born in some small town to a poor family, he probably never had 
toys, hence his incessant need to give them out to children. You'll 
see the same desire on any December Toys For Tots ride. 

As a kid, he got into bicycles by finding a frame, maybe working 
a paper route to buy wheels, built it himself and put a playing card 
on the rear wheel with a clothes pin so it sounded like a motorcy-
cle. Not too dissimilar from today's old bikers is it? 

The poor guy probably got sucked into the wrong crowd by the 
thrill of riding and the desire for money and success. Now, he's 
enjoying life with an outlaw club and has more money from ille-
gal activities than he knows what to do with. Atypical you think? 
I don't think so. 

After years of living the outlaw lifestyle and numerous federal 
charges against him, he goes on the run and takes his ol' lady with 
him. He's too hot to be in public and the law is hot on catching 
him. 

He only has two options; give up, face charges, serve time and 
lose all of the wealth he has stashed away, or escape and establish 
a new identity. Now, for an old outlaw biker, that's a no-brainer. 

So, he plans it well. He and his ol' lady escape to the North Pole, 
change identities, and open a toy store. Mechanically inclined 
from his biker days, he has no problem making toys. Remember, 
he's a biker so he likes to make toys for kids, right? 

Well, he makes all of these toys using the money he had stashed 
away, and he has problems selling them to the folks in the North 
Pole area. He figures he can't sell them to Eskimos because their 
little villages are too spread out and hard to get to. Innovative, he 
hires a sales force 9f little people who can stand up inside igloos 
and make their sales pitch. 

It works! Sales take off but delivery is a bitch because all he has 
is his chopper. So, he builds a sled (slang for chopper) and snags 
some deer to pull it. It handles just as poorly as his chopper does 
so it's easy to get used to and he doesn't have to fix it every day 
either. As an excellent rider with thousands of miles under his sad-
dle, he has no problem landing the sled on roof tops, either. 

Now, just when things are going well for him and his ol' lady, 
some other outlaw bikers try to move in on his gig and his territo-
ry. Guys with road names like Saint Nicholas, Kris Kringel, etc. 
Now, our guy is one baaad dude so he performs his own version 
of "Ethnic Cleansing" of fat old white, bearded bikers in the 
region and he comes out on top. He gets everyone's respect and 
even his sales force decides to wear silly looking tights rather than 
confront him. In fact the people in the region tag him with a new 
road name SANTA, which really stands for Some Ass--- Not To 
Antagonize. I mean check it out! Boots, long beard, gauntlet 
gloves, big black belt, skull cap, fat, smokes a pipe, breaks into 
houses. Come on! What do you think he really means by Ho, Ho, 
Ho? 

Well, the rest of the story is history and as we know, Santa went 
global with his Toys For Tots Annual Ride. So the next time your 
grandchildren ask you where Santa came from...you've got the 
straight story. By the way...dump the milk and cookies and leave 
a beer and chips. I think he'd really appreciate that. 
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THE TAZ LINE 

HELLO! 

Yes it has been awhile since I have had something as 
important as this to tell you about so here it is. 

First, Mr. Robert Ritter head of Motorcycle Safety 
Project of N.I.U./D.C.E. will be our guest speaker at 
our February meeting. 

Second, I wanted to take this opportunity to let every-
one know we have made special arrangements with 
the Motorcycle Safety Project of N.I.U./D.C.E. to have 
a Experienced Rider Course open for Top Cats only 
on May 11,2001 at College of Lake County. The ERC 
course is for one day; half of the day is in the class-
room and the other half is riding. 

This is not an advanced rider course, where you might 
learn racing or high-speed techniques to help you take 
curves faster and harder.This class will increase your 
knowledge and skills that are promoted by the 
Motorcycle Safety Foundation. You will practice steer-
ing and braking techniques under controlled circum- 
stances with the guidance of certified Motorcycle 
Safety Instructors. 

What will be required for this class is: 
$25.00 donation which will be collected before May 
11,2002 
At least one year's riding experience: with a minimum 
of 1000 miles on a motorcycle. 
Your own street legal motorcycle 
Proof of M class license and insurance 
Long sleeve shirt or jacket 
Full-fingered gloves 
Over the ankle boots 
Eye protection (either a pair of glasses or face shield 
on helmet) 
With D.O.T. approved Helmet either full face or open 
face (helmets are available at site if needed) 

If you wish to be able to participate in this class you 
must contact me (before 01/08/2002) by phone 
(815/459-9345 has answering machine), e-mail (taz- 
man69ernetscape.net)  or sign up with me at 
January 8th's meeting. 

N.I.S.R.A. NOMINATES TOP CATS 
FOR SERVICE AWARD 

By Sandra Vernon 

"Disguised behind black leather, tattoos and the intimi-
dating roar of Harley Davidson's are the big hearts and 
giving spirit of the Top Cats of Illinois. This motorcycle 
enthusiasts club has committed the last five years of its 
charitable efforts to make a difference in the lives of peo-
ple with disabilities. Through their fundraising, the Top 
Cats have advanced the community based therapeutic 
recreation services provided by the Northern Illinois 
Special Recreation Association. However, their support 
is not only in the form of money. The Top Cats' greatest 
support comes in the genuine concern for, and the per-
sonal contact with children and adults with disabilities. 
They volunteer for N.I.S.R.A. programs, interact with 
N.I.S.R.A. participants at an annual picnic, and provide 
contacts and resources to N.I.S.R.A. staff. The Top Cats 
of Illinois, a motorcycle club with a passion for motor-
cycles and the open road, works to improve life for oth-
ers and the public image of motorcycle clubs." 

The above was the first paragraph on the Nomination 
form sent into the Illinois Therapeutic Recreation 
Section of the Illinois Parks and Recreation Association 
on behalf of Top Cats Illinois by N.I.S.R.A., the Northern 
Illinois Special Recreation Association. Many agencies, 
organizations, and clubs are nominated throughout 
Illinois and I am very proud to announce that Top Cats 
was chosen to receive this award for 2001! 

This would not have been possible without the support of 
our members. From cooking hot dogs and hamburgers at 
the Summer Picnic to cheering on the participants in the 
Special Olympics to our Fall Charity Ride, this award 
has been earned by each and every Top Cat who is now 
a member or who has previously been a member. 

On January 24, 2002, we will be presented with this 
Service Award at the Illinois Therapeutic Recreation 
Section of the Illinois Parks and Recreation Association 
at the Hyatt Regency, 151 East Wacker Drive in Chicago. 
(315-565-1234) Please be in Columbus E and F Rooms 
by 5:30 p.m. N.I.S.R.A. will also recognize us at their 
Awards Banquet in the spring. Hope to see you there... 
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Be Prepared 
By Traveler 

With a new scooter laying apart all over the garage floor, in various stages 
of little modifications, and a four day weekend in front of me, it seemed like 
a great opportunity to put it back together, road test a few set up changes, 
and add some miles to the 600 or so already on the odometer. The goal: 
Ride to Washington, DC over Thanksgiving, visit the Pentagon, spend some 
with my kids, and see how the new bike works out. The plans; to jot down 
everything I could think of during the ride that I could improve on for day 
- long rides. 

way. I installed Kury Akyn highway pegs and handgrips prior to the trip. 
I've done this many, many times so I was confident that I knew what I was 
doing. Old tricks like electrical tape and gasoline to mount grips and Emory 
paper for mounting highway peg brackets never fail. But, I seldom went on 
long trips without getting some miles on the accessories. The highway pegs 
were mounted too high and were worthless. They felt great in the garage 
but proved to be mounted too high. The grips worked well until the return 
trip. The rubber throttle grip had separated from its inner fixture and came 
off in my hand as I pushed on it to exit the interstate. Now, when you have 
your left hand off of the handlebar to signal a right hand exit and your right 
grip comes off in your hand as you lean at 65 mph, you tend to regret not 
testing the new grips well before hand. 

My flight plan was to leave on Thanksgiving Day by 4:30 am and make the 
840 miles in 14 hours. I would spend Friday in DC then return Saturday 
with Sunday as a weather day if needed. 

The ride out went right on schedule with a trip average of 61.4 mph for the 
13 and a half hour trip. The early morning departure meant the first 3 or 4 
hours of riding would be cold and they were. The sun rose, the temperatures 
rose, and one becomes acclimated to the ambient temps, so the comfort fac-
tor is reasonable. 

The retum trip occurred on Saturday due to pending weather. A severe storm 
was moving into Chicago late Saturday. The trip back was done in 12.7 
hours at a trip average of 66 mph. The 
Observations: 

Planning. Give consideration to setting your departure times based on areas 
and situations you want to avoid or encounter on your own terms. My 
departure time from home was based on how many major cities I might 
encounter heavy traffic in and what average speed I had to maintain to do 
so. My return time was based on the time of day and area where I would 
encounter a major storm. I wanted to hit it while on Interstate 90, in west-
ern Ohio, in daylight before 4:00 PM so the setting sun would not amplify 
the glare from wet pavement. 

Deer Season. Be cautious of riding anywhere on the first day of deer sea-
son. The day I returned was the first day of deer season in Pennsylvania. 
My departure time was based on where I planned on encountering the pend-
ing rainstorm. As such, my ride through PA was in the twilight and early 
part of the day when the deer would be active from being shot at. 
Indicators? 17 road - kill deer along the PA Turnpike. I should have con-
sidered deer season. 

Holiday Riding. If you are going to ride over a holiday consider a few 
things. When will the traffic be highest? The day before and the day after 
a holiday period are often the heavy travel days. They are also the days that 
highways are most heavily patrolled by law enforcement. Consider travel-
ing a day ahead of, or behind, the holiday rush. I found that the traffic was 
extremely light and law enforcement scarce on Thanksgiving. Returning on 
Saturday instead of Sunday, also proved smart. 

Equipment Preparation. I have worn a helmet for thousands and thousands 
of miles. When I prepared my gear, I cleaned my full - face visor, coated it 
with anti-fog and packed a spare visor. Within 50 miles I was wishing I had 
tried the helmet on before I started. The odor was horrible. The last time I 
wore that helmet was riding back from Daytona in March. It was full of the 
remnants of sweating, sneezing, and other aromatically unique fragrances. 
Gloves were also a challenge. Learn what the right combo is for the weath-
er you expect to encounter. Gloves too heavy are uncomfortable, bulky, 
and restrictive. Gloves too light may not provide the warmth. The best 
combination I found for comfort, warmth, water resistance, and flexibility 
is a wool liner worn inside of a pair of gauntlet GoreTex rain gloves. Best 
to carry different gloves for different weather and to know what works for 
you. 

Bike Preparation. Do not put on accessories and test them on a long ride. 
You do not need to be surprised or disappointed at high speed on the high- 

Speed. "When you ride at highway speeds for hours at a time, you tend to 
maintain that higher speed after you exit onto secondary roads. Be alert to 
this and make a conscious effort to slow down." That was told to me by the 
motorcycle officer, riding a HD FXD (Defender) in Hagerstown, MD. 

Passing. Ever fall into that 1,000 yard stare while riding? You know, you're 
a bit tired, your mind wanders off and your concentration is somewhere 
other than on the highway. Well, it happens to drivers too. Passing an inat-
tentive driver can be hazardous. A safety technique you may consider is to 
alert the driver as you enter their blind spot by hitting the horn or revving 
the pipes just a bit. It helps awake them from that 1,000 yard stare and gives 
notice that you're passing. Besides, it sounds good too. 

From my saddle it was a great trip; sideways rain, high winds, some cold 
weather, darker than 2 feet up a bull's butt and incident free. My measure 
of a great ride lies in what I learn. This one taught me a lot. I'll know it's 
time to stop riding when I finish a great ride and haven't learned a thing 
about motorcycling. Oh...the Pentagon? Read on. 

Mileage Management. Plan your motorcycle service requirements around 
your trip. If you will need a major service within 500 miles, get it done 
before you leave on a 1400 mile trip. It is always smart to find a dealer at 
your destination and make an appointment for an oil change. That way, if 
something happens while you are on the highway that requires a dealer to 
fix it, you already have an appointment. 

Night Riding. Take your very best night glasses. At your age, you see less 
at night and clarity becomes more critical. Don't plan on buying eye pro-
tection at a gas station. You deserve better. Try to reduce glare where you 
can. Dirty windscreens amplify glare at night as do bright instrument lights. 
I have changed all of my instrument lights to a low watt bulb to reduce glare 
and I can still read the gauges. Plan on a stop at sunset to dress for the cool-
er temps, to put on your night eye protection, to clean that windscreen and 
to allow your vision to adapt to darkness before you ride 70+ mph at night. 

Fuel Economy. Many factors affect mileage. If you track your mileage 
close enough on a*Iong trip, you'll be surprised at how sensitive a motorcy-
cle is to certain factors. While traveling north out of Virginia, I had a tail 
wind of 25 - 35 mph. My mileage was averaging 53.8 mpg. When I turned 
west on the Pennsylvania Turnpike, I encountered sever cross winds of 25 - 
30 mph. My mileage decreased to 42.3 mpg. A planning tip; study the 
weather patterns closely across your route to plan fuel stops and expected 
average speed. My fuel stops averaged 17 minutes each and obviously, the 
more times I had to refuel, the more my average speed decreased. 

Toll Roads. Tollbooths are a major inconvenience and a hazard to a motor-
cyclist. They are slippery from oil and engine residue and it's always awk-
ward to stop, take off your gloves, dig for the change, pay, put the gloves 
back on, and go. It's a lot easier to tape money to your gas tank console, in 
varying denominations, with a 2" length of trailing tape. Roll into the 
attended  tollbooth, pull off the tape with the denomination closest to what 
you owe, hand it to the attendant and let them unroll it and give you change. 
It's a lot easier than fumbling around for the toll. 
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LW.1.1 Mikey's Trihey's &wing 
Custom &ming 

Patches, Zippers & &laps 

Custom Body jewelry 

From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 
*Motorcycles *Cars 

*Snowmobiles *Boats 

*Trucks *Planes 

We'll Make Your Vehide  
Look Brand New!  

Call Jim Elder At Lield Enterprises 
708/865-1959 www.Lield.com  

wavkaiexexaxx 

HULDEN 

140. 
MM.' aril 

4411LAP  
91W)31;HF0 

UTAINING 

Birg-3  

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

crerlo.  
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+ PASTA DIAVOLO  
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. 1448 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60622 
Phone:773.394.1812 
Fax: 773.394.1809 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

HARM DAVIDSON 

„sex 

o'se 

*.S,0:XXXXXXXXXXXs`g$N-XXXXXXXXXXXXs-Avvt~Ixt,. 

CompleteDetaiim' Service 
WE COME TO YOU!  421 N. Northwest Highway 

Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 
DAR & JOHN LUNDE 

riTihey 	847-358-3167 

(817) 526-4d 
HO South Main Street Waueonda, IL. 60084 
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Top Cats 2002 Ride Calendar 
Date 	 Activity & Description 

01/06/02 	 3rd ANNUAL KICK OFF RIDE 	10:00 AM EGG HARBOR 
01/08/02 	 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 	Mandile's Restaurant, Rt. 62 and Lake Cook Road 
01/14/02 	 BOARD MEETING 	7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
01/15/02 	 TOP CATS CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING TBA 
01/26/02 	 CPR Class Richmond, IL (Tentative) 	8:00 am © Richmond Fire House 
02/02/02 	 McHenry H.O.G. Valentine's Day Dance 
02/05/02 	 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING Mandile's Restaurant, Rt. 62 and Lake Cook Road 
02/08/02 	 INTERNATIONAL MOTORCYCLE SHOW AT ROSEMONT EXPO CENTER 
02/09/02 	 GRASS Class 9:00 AM @ Village Grill & Tavern, Buffalo Grove 
02/11/02 	 BOARD MEETING 7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
02/19/02 	 TOP CATS CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING TBA 
02/24/02 	 R & B PROM0.-CYCLE SHOW & PARTS EXPO 10AM - McCORMICK PLACE NORTH 
03/01/02 	 1-10 - BIKE WEEK-DAYTONA BEACH, FL. 	DAYTONA BEACH, FL. 
03/05/02 	 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING Mandile's Restaurant, Rt. 62 and Lake Cook Road 
03/11/02 	 BOARD MEETING 7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
03/16/02 	 Top Cats Spring Dinner 	Restaurant TBA 
03/19/02 	 TOP CATS CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING TBA 
04/02/02 	 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING Mandile's Restaurant, Rt. 62 and Lake Cook Road 
04/07/02 	 Pick-up Ride 
04/08/02 	 BOARD MEETING 7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
04/13/02 	 GRASS Class 9:00 am © Village Grill & Tavern, Buffalo Grove 
04/14/02 	 Fat Bastards Charity Ride 	TBA 
04/16/02 	 TOP CATS CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING TBA 
04/21/02 	 DOOR TO DOOR RIDE 	TBA RICK LOWRY 
04/28/02 	 Founders Day Ride TBA 
04/28/02 	 RIDGEWOOD CYCLE ASSOC.-ANNUAL POKER RUN 10AM-RYAN'S PUB-FRANKFURT, IL. 
04/30/02 	 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING Mandile's Restaurant, Rt. 62 and Lake Cook Road 
05/06/02 	 BOARD MEETING 7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
05/11/02 	 Advanced Riders Course 	College of Lake County, Sign up with Taz 
05/12/02 	 WHITE PINES RIDE TBA 
05/14/02 	 TOP CATS CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING TBA 
05/18/02 	 Palatine H.O.G. Bike Show 
05/19/02 	 MAY 19-25 ROLLING THUNDER 
05/19/02 	 ELGIN HOG-LITTLE ANGELS 10AM-ELGIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE-$10 TO $35 
05/21/02 	 21-26-RUN FOR THE WALL-SPRINGFIELD, IL. TO D.C. 
05/23/02 	 Presidents Ride, 5/23 - 5/28 
05/26/02 	 ROLLING THUNDER XIIII - ASSEMBLE @ PENTAGON-WASHINGTON DC-773-774-4942 
05/31/02 	 5/31 - 6/2 Camping Trip 	Location to be announced 
06/04/02 	 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING Mandile's Restaurant, Rt. 62 and Lake Cook Road 
06/06/02 	 6-9 AMA-SUPER CYCLE RACES-ROAD AMERICA ELKHART LAKE, WI.-800-365-7223 
06/07/02 	 Door County Ride 6/7 - 6/10 Early Morning & Late Afternoon Departure Ric / Jordy 
06/10/02 	 BOARD MEETING 7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
06/11/02 	 GRASS Class 6:00 pm © Village Grill & Tavern, Buffalo Grove 
06/14/02 	 Little Sturgis 	Davenport, Iowa 
06/15/02 	 Top Cats 1st Annual Downtown Chicago Night 	Hotel to be announced 
06/16/02 	 VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE SHOW NOON-DELILAH'S BAR - 2771 N. LINCOLN -CHICAGO 
06/18/02 	 TOP CATS CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING TBA 
06/21/02 	 IL. ABATE-ANNUAL STATE PARTY EFFINGHAM COUNTY. FAIRGROUNDS-ALTAMONT, IL. 
06/23/02 	 Pick-up Ride TBA 
06/29/02 	 Mississippi River Ride 	TBA (6/29 - 6/30) 
07/02/02 	 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING Mandile's Restaurant, Rt. 62 and Lake Cook Road 
07/08/02 	 BOARD MEETING 7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
07/13/02 	 ANNUAL MIDNIGHT TOUR 	MARYVILLE ACADEMY - JERSEYPINE CRUISERS M/C 
07/16/02 	 TOP CATS CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING TBA 
07/21/02 	 RIDE FOR KIDS - NORTHBROOK, IL. 

Page 8 



Top Cats 2002 Ride Calendar 
Date 	 Activity & Description 

07/25/02 	 25-27 HONDA HOMECOMING MARYSVILLE, OH.-800-846-422 
07/25/02 	 25-28 VALKYRIE RIDERS CRUISERS CLUB-NATIONAL RALLY. 	ZANESVILLE, OH. 
07/28/02 	 GRASS Class 9:00 am @ Village Grill & Tavern, Buffalo Grove 
07/29/02 	 Sr. Road Captian nominees to Rick Case 
07/30/02 	 Top Cats Pony Express Ride 	 Sandy Vernon 
08/02/02 	 2-11 - BLACK HILLS CLASSIC 62nd. ANNIV.-STURGIS, SD. RALLY & RACES 605-347-6570 
08/06/02 	 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING Mandile's Restaurant, Rt. 62 and Lake Cook Road 
08/10/02 	 Sunset Ride TBA Ron Kaster 
08/12/02 	 BOARD MEETING 7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
08/16/02 	 16-18 HOG-VVI. STATE RALLYLaCROSSE 
08/20/02 	 TOP CATS CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING TBA 
08/25/02 	 CHICAGO H.O.G.-OPEN HOUSE & BIKE RAFFLE AT CHICAGO HARLEY-DEALERSHIP 
08/25/02 	 RENEGADE RIDERS M/C-POKER RUN 	9AM -15545 S. HALSTED-HARVEY, IL. 
08/27/02 	 Sr. Road Captian Meeting 7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
08/28/02 	 28-31—H.O.G.-MILWAUKEE HOME RUN RALLY/REUNION 
09/01/02 	 Fall Colors Ride 	TBA 
09/03/02 	 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING Mandile's Restaurant, Rt. 62 and Lake Cook Road 
09/08/02 	 GRASS Class 	9:00 am @ Village Grill & Tavern, Buffalo Grove 
09/09/02 	 BOARD MEETING 7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
09/13/02 	 13-15-HARLEY DAVIDSON-OPEN HOUSE 	TOMAHAWK, WI. 
09/14/02 	 TOP CAT'S ANNUAL DINNER AND AWARDS 
09/17/02 	 TOP CATS CHARITY RIDE COMMITTEE MEETING 
09/17/02 	 17-20 BIKETOBERFEST 	DAYTONA BEACH, FL. 
09/22/02 	 Medina Motor Corps Charity Ride 	TBA 
09/29/02 	 TOP CATS ANNUAL FALL CHARITY RIDE 
10/01/02 	 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING Mandile's Restaurant, Rt. 62 and Lake Cook Road 
10/07/02 	 BOARD MEETING 7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
10/26/02 	 Halloween Ride 	TBA 
11/05/02 	 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING Mandile's Restaurant, Rt. 62 and Lake Cook Road 
11/11/02 	 BOARD MEETING 7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
11/23/02 	 GRASS Class 	9:00 am @ Village Grill & Tavern, Buffalo Grove 
12/03/02 	 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING Mandile's Restaurant, Rt. 62 and Lake Cook Road 
12/09/02 	 BOARD MEETING 7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 

BOLD Listings are either Club Sanctioned Events/Rides or other motorcycle related events that the Top Cats will organize a ride to 
the starting location. 
All other listings are for informational purposes only. Please follow future issues of the ROAR for any changes or updates. The web-
site and hotline will also contain any changes. 

Please contact John Fraccaro with any questions, suggestions or comments 

10320 MAIN STREET 	RICHMOND, IL 60071 
815-678-4200 

G- LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(84'7) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	

GEORGE J. LAX 
HEATING 
	

CELL # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 
	

P.O. BOX 725 
SHEET METAL 	 LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 
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EST. 1969 

847-356-3000 
THE MIDWEST'S LARGEST RECREATIONAL DEALER! 

JUST 7 MILES WEST OF GREAT AMERICA 
Nillerfifivs 31 YEARS SAME OWNERSHIP 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
BANK FINANCING 

TRADE-INS WELCOME 

SEE OUR FULL LINE OF MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S 
THE 

i 

1 30 S. RT. 83. LAKE VILLA IL 847-356-3000 
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roof Poster Art of You and 
Your Bike! 

the moorvisior EXPERIEKE 
"We A Photo Of You On Your Biffe 

Select one of three photographed poses. 

2, . Pic1f A Badground 
Choose one of fifteen dynamic background images. 

3. Create A Unique Poster Or Print 
Three sizes to choose from: 5x7 or 8x 10 in metal stand up frame; 
or 19 x 24 poster with poster hanger kit included. 

Schedule Your Photo Shoot Weekends: Saturdays 9 tn a Sundays AM to 2 
(Weekday Appointments Also Available Upon Request) 

To schedule, contact Motoryision Ltd. Mon. - Fri. 847.981.9840 
or Woodstock H-D Sat. & Sun. 315.337-3511 

Exclusively At Woods ark Harley-Davidson 

        

        

          

      

         

    

; 	24 poster o 'ff wen personalize° ninknaine adaiso 

	 'NUM 	  

     

         

         

   

Top Cats tilemirrs! 
Receive $25 OFF Your Photo Shoot 

    

  

Present this coupon at time of order to receive $25.00 off 
your Motorvision '' Experience Photo Shoot. 

(Proof of Top Cats membership required.) 

Limit one coupon per person. This offer expires 10/31/2001. 

    

             

Faces of Fatherhood 

Faces of Fatherhood is an organization whith the 
focus of increasing the positive role of fathers in the 
lives of their children. As a nonprofit organization, they 
rely on fund raising activities to fund their effort. This 
year, they are holding a raffle for a 2002 Harley - 
Davidson Road King. This bike is unique in that it will 
have the signatures of many celebreties, sports fig-
ures, prominent business and government officials on 
it. The bike is making its way across the US and will 
be in our area from the end of December, 2001 until it 
is raffled off in February, 2002. Faces of Fatherhood 
needs some help in selling raffel tickets and in staffing 
the display of the bike at various venues such as 
regional and international motorcycle shows, at differ-
ent HD dealers, etc. If you are moved to help, and you 
are encouraged to do so, please contact David Hirsch 
(Dhirsch1@mindspring.com), our member who is 
deeply envolved with this effort, or Bear Ferguson 
(Bear@teamdad.com). You can also volunteer or get 
raffle tickest at 1 866 TEAMDAD. 
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CLASSES OFFERED 
MFS Experienced Riders Course 
Saturday May 1 1 th from 8:00AM until 
5:00PM at College of Lake County. 
Seats are limited so sign up NOW. Cost 
is $25. Only 24 seats available. You will 
be required to wear all the gear described 
in this month's Kaution Korner including 
a helmet. 

CPR 
On Saturday January 26th, 2002 

8:00AM at the Richmond, IL Village 
Hall, we will be offering a CPR classes 
for the cost of $25. This is a new format 
with new techniques. Since this is NEW, 
re-certification is not available. The 
class will last all morning. There will be 
a sign up sheet at our next meeting. The 
more people we have certified the more 
prepared we are for any emergency. 

GRASS is Required 
Have you taken Top Cats Group Ride 
And Safety Seminar, yet? There are 35 
current members who NEED to take this 
class. Well, your next opportunity is 
Saturday February 9th, 2002 at the 
Buffalo Grove Village Tavern and Grill. 
Breakfast will be available from 8:00AM 
confirmed. A continental breakfast will 
also be available. I arranged for separate 
checks this time. Class will start 
promptly at 9:00AM and last approxi-
mately four (4) hours. BGVT&G is 
located at Raupp and Church which is 
one block Northwest of the intersection 
of Lake-Cook Rd and Buffalo Grove Rd. 
If your were an existing member before 
April of 2001, then you'll need to take it 

before January 2003, to remain a TOP 
CAT. New members who joined after 
April 2001 will have 12 months from the 
date they become a member to take it. 
SO Plan to schedule to take it now. A 
class will be available about every two 
(2) months during the riding season. We 
plan to offer these GRASS on Saturdays, 
Sundays, and on a Tuesday evening. 
Who needs to take these classes? Every 
Top Cat living in Illinois who is a rider. 
Co-riders attendance is strongly recom-
mended. 

The class consists of four seg-
ments: 

Group Ride Protocol 
Safety 
Road Captaining 
Accident Scene Management 

(May we never need it) 
We the Safety Committee has 

received numerous comments about how 
good our seminar is and how it portrays 
the sincerity of safety within Top Cats. 
Top Cats are encouraged to bring any 
interested guests to this seminar, espe-
cially if they may have an interest in rid-
ing with us. 
Ride Free (safely), 
Ric "CLUTCH" Case 
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10% off apparel 
Northwest and accessories 
suburbs AP with TOPCATS 
largest membership card 
dealer of 
Harley-Davidson 
aftermarket parts 

Chicagoland's premier Indian and 
Victory Motorcycle dealership 

Expert service and customization 
on all American V-Twins 

Featuring Arlen Ness, Bikers 
Choice, Chrome Specialties, 
Custom Chrome, Cyril Huze, 
Drag Specialties, Kuryakyn, 
Linear Steel, Performance 
Machines, West Coast Choppers 

Keep the road open! 

www.americasopenroad.com  

Kaution Korner 
By Ric Case 

This is a good time of the year, to discuss riding equipment. The objective is to pro-
tect your self from road rash, sprained joints, or even fractures should you take a 
tumble from or with your motorcycle. Let's start from the bottom up. First, cover 
your feet with a good over the ankle leather boot, with a non slippery sole. NOT 
athletic shoes, scandals, open toed shoes, or deck shoes. Next, leather chaps or 
leather pants are preferable for your legs. During hot weather, jeans or a good stur-
dy cotton slacks are always an acceptable substitute. Next a good jacket, usually 
leather is best, but there are all kind of great jackets available these days, just check 
the ability of the jacket to protect you from road rash. During those hot summer 
months, a long sleeved cotton shirt works as a substitute. Long sleeves for protec-
tion and to help keep you from dehydrating from excessive heat. Next, gloves with 
finger protection will serve you best. Last is head protection the most controversial 
topic for motorcyclists. The choice is yours. A DOT approved helmet, leather skull 
cap, a bandana, or a cap. Make sure if you choose to wear a helmet that it is safe 
from cracks or fractures and that the inner shell is not damaged or broken. Also 
make sure of the age of your helmet. They do deteriorate with time and use. If in 
doubt, have it checked out. Last is eye protection. If you're not wearing a helmet 
with a shield then you will need eye cover. Make sure they have safety approved 
lenses and that they fit so that your eyes do not tear when you ride. Make sure you 
have protection for night riding as well. 
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The Pentagon 
By Traveler 

It was Friday afternoon and we wasted away the day at a Harley shop, 
working on bikes, hanging out in a garage, and enjoying the 60 degree 
Washington weather when we got around to saddling up and riding over to 
the Pentagon. The ride seemed inordinately long as my son and his wife 
led the way It felt like a memorial ride for a fallen rider. 

We arrived in late afternoon, the only motorcycles parked in the south park-
ing lot, and walked a short distance to a hillside with small trees bearing 
memorial flags and other memorabilia. People of all ages were standing 
there in solemn stillness, whispering if talking at all, some just staring, oth-
ers taking pictures or reading the many letters and cards placed there by vis-
itors from as far away as Okinawa. It had the aura of a wake. 

As symbolism goes, there are many icons that generate thoughts, have 
meaning, or otherwise stand for something in the viewer's eyes. Some 
icons have local meaning like our Top Cats Patch. Some have regional 
meaning like the Lincoln Head Penny on our drivers licenses. Some are 
national like the Eiffel Tower is to Paris and the United States Marines' Iwo 
Jima Monument is to America. Few icons evoke an immediate and distinct 
global recognition and the Pentagon is one of those icons. 

While it symbolizes different things to different people across the world, its 
simple five - sided image provokes a collage of memories of sacrifice, free-
dom, protection, liberation, and democracy. To see that massive structure 
laying there with a gaping gash in its side, like a wounded soldier, evokes 
sadness followed immediately by overwhelming anger over an attempt to 
injure this American symbol of freedom. The damage? Sure, there's a big 
hole in the building but it's only a scratch compared to the damage that lies 
in the dedicated souls who lost their lives there. 

Loolcing around, I wondered why so many "Foreigners" were there. 
Latins, Asians, East Indians, Europeans, etc. After reading some of the 
many letters left at the base of the small trees, I realized those "Foreigners" 
were Americans. Mexican Americans, Afro Americans, Asian Americans 
yes, but all of them Americans feeling the same sting of insult, fury of 
anger, and stomach wrenching remorse that I felt. For a fleeting 
moment, I had forgotten what America is...a land of many. This 
wasn't "My" Pentagon...it was ours. That lesson alone was worth 
the 1,700 mile ride. 

Let us do your next Pig Roast 
Mention this ad for FREE  appetizer 
with any two dinner entree's 

666 main St. Lake Zurich 847-726-2272 

Awards 
Submitted by Cheryl Hemmelgarn 

Most people like the opportunity to win an 
award. This year you will be given that opportunity. 
Some of the awards will require some effort and input 
from you. 

During the January 8th meeting, each member 
attending will be given a ballot that he or she may fill 
out. Some of the awards which you will be asked to 
submit a vote or nominee for will be: 

Person riding in the most sanctioned Top 
Cat rides per year, 

Most scenic ride (this award will be given 
to the Road Captain(s) who planned 
the ride), 

Oldest bike currently being ridden a mini-
mum of 500 miles per year, and also 
just the oldest bike owned by a mem-
ber. 

Most dedicated passenger as well as safest 
rider will also be a nominee vote. 

We will attempt to try a most miles in 24 hours 
award for the Annual banquet on March 16th. We real-
ize that many people may not have the knowledge of 
the distance they rode in a 24 hour period in 2001, but 
I know we have a few. 

The awards committee will also be doing a cus-
tom bike show for Top Cat members only at the next 
fall charity ride. This will allow people to see your bike 
and cast a vote for the winner. This award will possibly 
be presented in October. 

Remember we need odometer readings off your 
bike(s) as soon as possible to participate in the most 
miles ridden annually award. This award will not be 
handed out until the banquet in 2003. 

I would like to thank you in advance for your 
help and participation. If anyone has a suggestion for 
an award, please contact me so I can get it submitted. I 
need this done by the end of the January meeting. 

If you will not be able to attend the January 
meeting, but would like a ballot call or e-mail me and I 
will send one out to you. 
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Minutes of December 2001 General Meeting 
Sandra Vernon, Secretary 

The December meeting was called to order by President Wayne Kirkpatrick with a welcome to all from our new meet-
ing location, Mandile's at the corner of Lake Cook Road and Route 62 in Algonquin. 

Guests attending were Ed and Sue Apel introduced by Terry Kumro, Dan and Jan Benninghoven were presented by 
Karl Schiffmayer and David Hirsch introduced Bear Ferguson. 

The Presidents "5" (minutes) included the following. Maria and Constantine Mandile are the owners of Mandile's and 
we need feedback regarding our new meeting place. Please see Director Emeritus, Terry Kumro with your comments 
and suggestions. The Algonquin Police Department were notified that we would be meeting here the first Tuesday of 
each month. We have started a Top Cats Archives. Wayne has a photograph to be included of the memorial site from 
the Pentagon. Mikey has available a sheath to be placed over your flag for highway riding. He also will laminate your 
new membership card for $1.00. 

We were notified by N.I.S.R.A. that the Top Cats would be receiving the Excellence in Service Award from the Illinois 
Therapeutic Recreation Section of the Illinois Parks and Recreation Association. This statewide recognition is due to the 
efforts of each and every member and we thank you all. The First Annual President's Ride will be departing on May 23, 
2002, and returning on May 29th. Please pick up a ride flyer and get your name on the sign up sheet. John Lunde led 
6 Top Cats and their 6 guests to the Toys for Tots Ride in Chicago. Thanks, John. Awards Committee will be announced 
soon, please give suggestions to Ric Case. 

Remember to renew your membership tonight and pick up your membership card. The next meeting is January 8, 
2002, with the Board of Directors meeting held on January 14th. The last note, Top Cat Sergeant at Arms, Vince O'Leary 
got the first Harley Davidson V-Rod out of Suburban Harley Davidson. 

Vice President Rik Lowry reminded everyone of the Board Meeting to be held at the American Smoke-house in Lake 
Zurich on December 11th. Members are always welcome to attend. If you have any new information or changes to be 
made to your name in the roster, please contact Sandra Vernon. 

Director, Chuck Prettyman announced John Fraccaro would have our 2002 Ride Calendar available at the next meet-
ing. Alicia Kumro would like to have members send her pictures of events, etc. to be placed on the website. Top Cat 
shirts are available for purchase; see Roberta Arsenalt or Janet Riddick. Taz announced there will be an Experienced 
Rider Class available to Top Cats on Saturday, May 11th The class has 24 slots and is for Top Cats only, cost is $25. 
Sign up with Taz by the first week in January. Ric Case, Safety Chairman, reminded everyone of the GRASS class to 
be held on Sunday, December 9th, at the Village Tavern in Buffalo Grove at 9:00 a.m. 

Director Bard Boand reminded everyone to see Jennie Ori for membership renewals and to pick up a Top Cat Roster. 
Also, don't forget to make your reservations for Little Sturgis, June 14th and 15th, at the Radisson Quad Cities with Kim 
Bothell. He will lead riders to Sturgis on July 31st. Make your reservation NOW with Janda Baines at the Alex Johnson. 

Guest Speakers for tonight's meeting were introduced by Duane LaMotte. John Reihan, representative for Panoptix, 
gave a presentation on Panoptix riding glasses. For more information, contact him at 815-385-0821 or check out 
www.panoptx.com .  Your prescription can be used in these glasses. Our second guest was John Kaptur of Cycle Werks 
of Barrington, 126 North Cook Street, 847-381-8050, giving details on German made Schuberth Helmets. Next was Rob 
Dressler, Distributor for UNI-GO motorcycle trailers. For more detailed information, you can contact him at Go!Go!Go!, 
Inc. 773-278-2792 or www.uni-go.com .  Thanks guys for a great program! 

Safety tip of the night from Ric Case was be careful of ice formation on overpasses and bridges. Tuck knees, keep 
going straight, and slow down carefully. Look for ice until noon and be safe! 

David Hirsch, Top Cat and President of Illinois Fatherhood Initiative told the members of the bike raffle the local chap-
ter of Faces of Fatherhood is holding to help promote kids and dads. Drawing will be held on Valentine's Day, February 
14th for a H-D Road King signed by various celebrities and athletes. Tickets are $20 each. He introduced Bear Ferguson 
of the local chapter. Bear was open for suggestions from the membership on how to display or how to get more signa-
tures on the bike. Please talk to him after the meeting or check out www.teamdad.com   for details. 

Ken Glassman is now writing for Midwest Rider and told us to check out an article on the Charity Ride in the December 
2001, issue. Final comment was made by Karl "Fritz" Schiffmayer on the new meeting place, "I am amazed at just how 
interesting the meeting is" On that note, the meeting was adjourned. 50/50 was $97 won by Russell Kirkpatrick. He 
donated it to N.I.S.R.A. 
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Top Cats - Illinois 
618 S. Northwest Highway, #218 
Barrington, IL 60010 
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